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The defign and intention of the bill bein}\among other things, to prevent men who are
really difaftected practifing the law, the ame nt made by-the fenate was neceflary to -effec-

tuate that intention, becaufe if the legiflature had not been thus explicit, their act might have

been mifconftrued, and their intention defeated; and this amendment is perfectly confifteant
with the principles of thofe who were tor the bill, to thofe indeed who were againft "the *bill al-

together, and wifhed the difaffected to be admitted to privileges, this amendment was particu-

lar%y offenfive, becaufe it cut off the only remaining hope of their views being gratificd, by the
defign of the legiflature being dcfeated in the conftruction of their. act, Though it is not inti-

matced that the whig Jawyers are debtors to Britifh fubjeits, nor have I any rcal'gn to believe the

fa&t is fo, yet it is fuggefted, that a monopoly among lawyers is dangerous, and will produce com-

binations not to bring fuits for Britith debts ; and fiom this fource the reai defign of the bill js

traced. by the protefter, A monopoly, I conceive, is the engroffing a particular branch of bufi-

nefs to which all the citizens have an equal right, by particular men for their private and exclufive
emoluments ; but, according to the idcas of the protelter, there is to be a monopoly by afl thofe
who have any right to this branch of bufinels, to wit, gualified lawyers, and this monppoly is to

produce a combination not to d bufinefs, ugon the doing of which great emobuments woul ' arite to

the monspelifls 3 and the whole profeffion of the law, itis feared, acling upon interefled motives, -
will combine not to bring fuits for Britith merchants, upon wnich no doubt confiueranle prefits
would arife. This is a new kind of monopoly, and a combination as contrary to the common

and general conduct of monopolifts, as the protefter’s obfervations are to fair argument and juft

reafoning. But it is [uid combinations have been talked of—what the protefter has heard ta'ked

of, 1 can’t pretend to dee:mine, I can only fay, that no combination not te bring fuits for Bri-

tifh fubjedls exifts to my knowledge ; 1 huve heard, indeed, whig lawyers decluie, that fuch

was the ftaie of the affairs of our people, in confequence of the laws ot the flate, that they!
would not bring any fuits for Britifh (ubje&s, until reftri®ion upon our own citizens was taken

off, or the law impofing it expired, and until the legiflature had a tair oppartunity of duing

juftice, anu preventing the ruin of many wosthy citizens, by a revifion of paft laws,” The rea-

fons for thele declarations were, that if (uits were brought for Britifh debts beforz our own peo-

ple could fue for their debts, the latter muft be ruined, or at lcaft be left entirely at the mercy

of their creditors, 1 hat if fuits for Britith furjects were brought, before the legiflature had an

opportunity to revife their paft laws, many citizens of this ftate, who receved continental mo-

ney for their debts, muft be otally ruined by being compelled to pay fteriing money 1or their

Britith dcbrs, before they could have a chance of recourfe to their debtors, it indeed the legifla-

ture fhould negle& to do juftice between our own citizzns. The fame lawyers have declared,

that they will confider themfelves bound by good faith te execute the treaty, and the legflture

will be juftly cha: geable with the diftrefs and ruin of the citizens, and not th: lawyers, or thoie

who made the treaty. [ own that I was among thofe who made this declaration, 4nd have acl-

ed conformably to it, and I have never heard any lawyer muke a declaration to any other or
different effet ; and it will be incumbent on the protefter to thew, that a con.binstion, or de-

claration, more extenfive than is here flated, has been made, or it may be inferied from his

complaints upon this head, that it was his defign to break up this wicked mon. poiy n:('fh e

whig lawyers, and to deftroy this combination not to make money, by introvucing the“more

virtuoys difaffecled for the purpofe of bringing iuits to recover Briuth debts, before the retiricrion

ugn the citizens of this ftate was taken off, a1d before the legiflitu. e had an opportunits of pre-

venting the ruin of fome citizens, by doing jultice between all ; vut though the protefter thou:d not

be able to prove fuch combination, or declaration, and though in that cafe the conclufion would

follow direttly from the premifes, yet I fhould wifh to believe, that a fcheme fo inconfiftent

with humanity and juftice did not exift, but that the obfervations on this fubject were thrown

out to catch the unthinking, and wound thofe whom the protzfter fliles the patronifers of the bill,

without duly confidering, how the inferences to be drawn by men of reflection and difcernment

would aff=ct him(elf. A wanton departure from the naturalization act, is alfo alleged to be among

the vices of this bill, and it is faid, that this act was paflcd in the heat of war, when there was

more danger of Britith emiflarics than finge the preliminary articles of peace. There is no doubt

but that the bill in queftion will operate as a 1epeal, or rather modification, of the naturalization

act, fo far as relates to the privilege of practifing as attornics, but the law referred to, like all other

acts of affembly, is fubject to repeal, or modification,” whenever the legiflsture efteems it proper

to make fuch repeal or alteration, it creates no compact I prefume, and it is an ace which, in

my opinion, ought nevar to have paffed in the extent it did as to this fubject, for it gave privi-

legcs to our enemies which our friends had no chance of enjoying.  As to the privilege of prac-

ti

ifing the law, it muft,: frem the natare of the thing, be confined to Britith {ibjects, neither a

Frenchman, Spaniard or Dutchman, could be fuppofed capable of practifing the law immediately
on their coming into this country, and thercfore, as to them, the priviiege was nothing, and
1 think it will be difficulc to recongile, with juftice or policy, an act, which though Iuppofed
in.theory to cenfer equal benefits, yet in praltice is found to be partial, and that partiality to be
in favour of our political enemies; but I deny, that it was mére dangerous to admit even law-
ers from' Bngland in the courfe of the war than it is now, then the conteft was to be decided
{y arms alone, mens condu@ was narrowly watched, and there was little communication be-
tween us and the Bygith, through which to carry on intrigue. We have gained the vi&ory,
and Engl:nd muft, ‘unlefs events very unfortunate for us take place, relinquith America, or by
intrigue and corruption endeavour §o open the way to regain what fhe has loft, In time of peace
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